Pope Pius XI
another, Cardinal Logue, of Armagh, was an Irishman,
and there were two English cardinals. One was Cardinal
Gasquet, a Benedictine, and a very great historian, who
lived permanently in Rome, where he did work of im-
mense value in the Vatican Library. The fourth was
Cardinal Bourne, Archbishop of Westminster, whose long
episcopate in London had given him a great influence with
all types of people in Great Britain.
To-day there is still a French-Canadian cardinal,
Cardinal Villeneuve, and there is also an Irish cardinal,
Cardinal McRory, again at Armagh; but there is no English
cardinal, either in England, or in Rome* Cardinal
Bourne died about the time of the Abyssinian dispute, and
however much the fact may be denied, the majority of
Catholics in Great Britain think the reason no new cardinal
has been appointed is because of Italian resentment over
the British attitude regarding Sanctions- It is a grave
disability for Catholicism in England that there should be
no British cardinal, and it has been the cause of more than
one private protest.
The number of Catholics in the British Empire is about
twenty millions, and one can safely say that the most
interesting development with regard to British Catholi-
cism since Pope Pius XI was elected has been that the ruling
influence in the Empire of English-speaking Catholicism
has passed from Ireland to London. This is probably due
to the very considerable number of converts of an in-
tellectual type in recent years.
In the old days Irish Catholicism had a complete hold
over the Catholics in the Dominions, and was, during the
Home Rule troubles, a powerful influence amongst
the Irish Catholics in England and Scotland; but in the